
  

Executive Summary 
 
 

• Total spending by travelers decreased 1.3% in 2003, totaling $4.631 billion.  In looking at taxable sales 
figures from five key industry sectors, transportation, auto rentals, hotels & lodging, and amusement & 
recreation all suffered declines, while eating & drinking increased compared to 2002.  The 1.0% decrease 
in the overall tourism sector growth rate in 2003 is somewhat expected, given the fact that 2003 is being 
compared to 2002 (Utah’s Olympic year).  

 
• Total state and local tax contributions from traveler spending totaled $367 million in 2003.  Tax revenues 

from traveler spending provided tax relief of $444 per Utah housing unit.  Local tax revenues accounted for 
$97 million while $270 million accrued to state tax coffers. 

 
• Tourist arrivals to Utah totaled 16.9 million in 2003, 2.2% less than 2002 visitation.  A struggling economy 

and the fact that 2003 was compared to the year of the Salt Lake 2002 Olympic Winter Games may explain 
the decline in visitation. 

 
• County-based tourism tax collections (transient room tax, restaurant tax, car rental tax) totaled nearly $50.2 

million in 2003, down 4.6% from 2002.  Six counties (Salt Lake, Summit, Utah, Davis, Washington, and 
Weber) accounted for 86% of total tourism tax revenues.  However, year-over comparisons reveal growth 
and declines in areas throughout the state.     

 

 
Total 

Collections 
Statewide 

Growth Rate 
Positive 
Growth 

Negative 
Growth 

Strong 
Performers 

Transient 
Room Tax $18.1 Mil. -9.5 % 11 Counties 

(38%) 
18 Counties 

(62%) 

Emery (474%) 
Piute (26%) 
Duchesne (15%) 

Restaurant 
Tax $23.5 Mil. -0.5% 14 Counties 

(56%) 
11 Counties 

(44%) 

Tooele (25%) 
Morgan (22%) 
Wayne (13%) 

Car Rental 
Tax 

$8.6 Mil. 
(county) 
$3.1 Mil. 
(State of 

Utah) 

-4.7% 
(counties) 

 
-7.7% (State of 

Utah) 

2 Counties 
(25%) 

6 Counties 
(75%) 

Washington (25%) 
Duchesne (tax not 
collected in prior 
year) 

COMBINED 
Total 

$50.2 Mil 
($3.1 Mil 

State of Utah 
car rental tax 
not included) 

-4.6% 12 Counties 
(41%) 

17 Counties 
(59%) 

Emery (474%) 
Piute (26%) 
Tooele (14%) 
Wayne (14%) 

 
• The number of visitors in 2003 declined compared to the number of visitors in 2002.  However, the number of 

tourism-related jobs increased slightly during 2003.  An estimated 1,983 tourism-related jobs were added in 
Utah in 2003, increasing the statewide employment total to 108,683. Salt Lake County led the way with over 
40,000 tourism-related jobs.  Utah, Davis, Weber, Summit, and Washington Counties each accounted for over 
6,000 tourism-related jobs.   
 

• Tourism-related employment accounts for 9.94% of total non-farm jobs in Utah (one in every 10 jobs).  If 
tourism is treated as a separate industry, it is the sixth-largest employment sector in the state, behind Trade, 
Transportation, Utilities; Government; Professional & Business Services; Education & Health Services; and 
Manufacturing. 
 

• Although the top six counties account for over 75% of tourism-related employment, many rural Utah counties 
are highly dependent on tourism.  Travel related jobs account for more than a fifth of total non-farm 
employment in ten Utah counties: Daggett, Grand, Garfield, Summit, Kane, Rich, San Juan, Wayne, Wasatch, 
and Beaver. 

 
 



Statewide Performance Indicators 
 

SUMMARY OF UTAH TOURISM ACTIVITY – 2003 
Economic Indicators 2003 2002(r) % Change 

Total Non-Resident Visitors 16.9 Million 17.3 Million -2.3% 
U.S. Visitors 16.3 Million 16.7 Million -2.4% 

International Visitors 590,000 610,000 -3.3% 
Total Tourism Spending $4.631 Billion $4.692 billion -1.3% 
Total Direct Tourism-Related Tax Revenues $367 Million $372 Million -1.3% 

State Tax Revenues $270 Million $274 Million -1.5% 
Local Tax Revenues $97 Million $98 Million -1.0% 

Total Tourism-Related Employment 108,683 106,700  1.9% 
Direct Tourism Employment 74,688 73,325 1.9% 

Indirect Tourism Employment 33,995 33,375 1.9% 
Tax Indicators 2003 2002 % Change 

Total Tourism Tax Revenues $53.3 Million $56.0 Million 7.3% 
Transient Room Tax Revenue $18.1 Million $20.0 Million 14.9% 

Restaurant Tax Revenue $23.5 Million $23.6 Million 7.8% 
Car Rental Tax Revenue $11.7 Million $12.4 Million -3.9% 

Total Gross Taxable Sales (GTS) $32.6 Billion $32.5 Billion 0.2% 
Total Tourism-Related GTS $3.9 Billion $3.9 Billion 0.0% 

Transportation GTS $90 Million $96 Million -6.9% 
Eating & Drinking GTS $2,068 Million $2,013 Million 2.7% 

Auto Rentals GTS $412 Million $422 Million -2.5% 
Hotels & Lodging GTS $599 Million $674 Million -11.0% 

Amusement & Recreation GTS $730 Million $731 Million -0.3% 
Volume Indicators 2003 2002 % Change 

Airline Passengers at Salt Lake Int’l Airport 18.5 Million 18.7 Million -1.0% 
National Park Visitors 5.0 Million 5.2 Million -2.0% 
National Monument & Rec. Area Visitors 4.9 Million 5.0 Million -2.4% 
State Park Visitors 4.6 Million 5.8 Million -20.6% 
Utah Welcome Center Visitors 659,000 677,000 -2.6% 
Total Skier Visits  3.1 Million 3.0 Million 5.2% 
Statewide Hotel Occupancy Rate 58.8% 62.1% NA 
r = revised                                                                                  SOURCE: Data collected from reporting agencies by the Utah Division of Travel Development 

Gross Taxable Sales for Tourism-Related Industries
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$1,554
$1,713

$1,865
$2,082

$2,312

$2,646

$2,939
$3,166

$3,382
$3,614

$3,835 $3,915 $3,937

$0

$500

$1,000

$1,500

$2,000

$2,500

$3,000

$3,500

$4,000

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

Millions

Transportation, Eating & Drinking, Auto Rentals,
Hotels & Lodging, Amusement & Recreation

$3,899

2003

   



  

 
 
 

 
 



   


